
Encouraging 
Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation Among Students
Entrepreneurship Summer Festival (ESF) 2020

The Entrepreneurship Summer Fes�val 2020 was 
designed to disseminate knowledge and create 
enthusiasm for entrepreneurship in the local 
popula�on through engagement in a unique week 
of online events. The programme was presented 
both in English and Armenian, and consisted of 
three main tracks. The first was a start-up track 
providing basic educa�onal programming to cover 
the fundamentals of entrepreneurship. The 
booster track focused on more advanced topics in 
entrepreneurship. It included panel discussions 
and inspira�onal talks focusing on inspiring 
themes of innova�on and its poten�al across a 
variety of disciplines. Finally, “The Future 
Innovator” compe��on gave par�cipa�ng teams 
and individuals the opportunity to get technical 
and business mentorship for their start-up and 
pitch in front of a chosen jury. The compe��on 
was intended for teams and individuals who had a 
technology-based start-up idea, wanted to 
develop it further and wanted to prac�ce pitching 
to a jury. In total, 20 teams and 50 par�cipants 
took part in the compe��on, and 11 teams 
pitched in front of the jury members.

This one-week event was designed to a�ract not only beginners 
who wanted to learn and understand the basic concepts of 
entrepreneurship and the entrepreneurial mindset, but also more 
advanced audiences who wanted to deepen their knowledge in 
the field of entrepreneurship. The partners for the ESF2020 event 
were the American University of Armenia, Zaven & Sonia Akian 
College of Science & Engineering, Brusov State University, 
Armenian Na�onal Agrarian University, Russian-Armenian 
University, Na�onal Polytechnic University of Armenia and 
Armenian State University of Economics.
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Start-up Boost Week
Start-up Boost Week creates a pla�orm for students to gain 
insight and relevant, real-�me experience for building and 
growing a start-up while expanding their networks, 
por�olios, and resumes. Week ac�vi�es included rapid-fire 
start-up pitches, team forma�on, customer development, 
prototype building, business model genera�on, and mentor 
feedback from experts. The week concluded with a Shark 
Tank-style pitching session. This is a one-week event for 
students to learn how to take ideas from concept to 
crea�on. Students experience the highs, lows, fun, and 
pressure that make up life at a start-up.

During Start-up Boost Week more than 100 par�cipants 
formed 20 teams and worked with eight experienced 
mentors to pitch their ideas on the final day of the event.

# experts involved as speakers, 
panelists, mentors, 
moderators, etc..

46
# universi�es 
par�cipated in the events

       5
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# a�endees on Zoom and 
in the classroom

550+
# a�endees on
Facebook

20K+


